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Mass 

on the Mediaeval Hymn to Saint Magnus 


Clive Strutt 



Composer’s Notes 


The Communion Service for the Day of St. Magnus, Earl of Orkney and 
Martyr is a complete church service for 16th April (St. Magnus’ Day), 
written in 1982, and comprising 30 musical items with a total duration 
of 90 minutes. The Mass in the title above comprises the Ordinary of 
the Mass, in English, extracted from the overall Communion Service, 
and is designed to be performable by an SATB a cappella choral 
ensemble, although an organ transcription of the vocal parts is pro- 
vided in the score purely for rehearsal purposes if it is required. 

The Mass comprises the usual six movements - Kyrie eleison, Gloria, 
Credo, Sanctus, Benedictus, and Agnus Dei. The theme of the media- 
eval Hymn is used in a very thoroughgoing way in the composition of 
the Mass. The hymn itself is thought of by musical historians as one of 
the very earliest, if not the earliest, examples of the use of parallel 
thirds as a harmonisation technique in an era in which the intervals of 
the fourth and fifth were very much more commonly used in a har- 
monic way, and its original manuscript is preserved in the Library of 
Uppsala University in Sweden. 
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Saint Magnus Kirk 

on the Orkney island of Bgilsay 


Saint Magnus the Martyr also known as Saint Magnus Brlendsson 
was Earl of Orkney from 1106 to c. 1116. 

If the sagas are to be believed, Bari Magnus journeyed to Bgilsay 
in c. 1116 in order to confront Haakon Paulsson, a rival earl, as to 
who should have control of Orkney. 

The encounter did not go well and resulted in the murder of 
Magnus. About twenty years later Bishop William of Orkney recog- 
nized the sanctity of Magnus and he became a saint. The Saint 
Magnus Kirk on Bgilsay is most likely the spot where the murder 
occurred. 



